
 Hundreds Attend Local Health Care Reform Meeting | Congressman Mark Kirk – 10th District, Illinois

  

ReportingMai Martinez (CBS2)

  

  

Aug 24 - The health care reform debate rages on in town hall meetings across the country
including here in Illinois. So many people turned out for one meeting in Arlington Heights
Monday that a second meeting had to be added at the last minute to accommodate more of the
crowd.

  

      

 

  

CBS 2's Mai Martinez reports that between 400 and 500 people showed up today for the
meeting hosted by Congressman Mark Kirk.

  

  

Many of them say they just wanted more information on health care reform, but one woman
says it goes beyond that. She says this is the fight of her life.

  

  

Linda Camodeca has been battling lung cancer for six years now. Doctors have given her only a
12 percent survival rate, but that doesn't scare her nearly as much as what she's hearing about
health care reform.
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"I am 67 years old, and if we go to universal health care, I wouldn't be here today," Camodeca
said.

  

  

She says the reason is simple.

  

  

"I'm afraid that they would consider me too old to do all they've done for me and save my life,"
Camodeca said.

  

  

Her fears of a universal health care system were shared by many at today's meeting. Others
said they're just confused by what it could mean for them and their families down the road.

  

  

"We can't get the change that I thought Obama was going to put in, and I want to see what we
can do," said Ruth Anne Johnson.
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"We need some change. Something has to happen," said Betty Miller. "It may not be the big
plan that they want, the big overhaul, but something has to be done."

  

  

For those who couldn't get into the meeting, frustrations ran even higher.

  

  

"As Americans, we deserve better," said Joe Gump. "We have to have a bottom line. We have
to have a social safety net. And it has to cover people from their basic health care issues."

  

  

"I would like our government to actually be run by the rules of the constitution," said Gary Finley.
"And if it isn't, it's just an open-running government, it's run by men and not by laws."

  

  

Finley's concerns were being voiced just as passionately inside by one woman who fears her
voice could soon be silenced.
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"I'm consumed with it because I'm really worried about this girl having to pay the price for what
we're doing today," Camodeca said.

  

  

She says she feels like she is in the fight of her life right now.

  

  

"I sure do, for my family's sake also," Camodeca said.

  

  

She says this fight is bigger than her battle with cancer.

  

  

"Oh, much bigger than my cancer, much bigger," Camodeca said.

  

  

Camodeca and many others at the meeting today asked Congressman Kirk what they could do
as one person to make sure lawmakers in Washington hear her concerns. He told them to
reach out to their elected representatives assuring the crowd that "over time, the public voice is
heard."
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